chemicals such as the nematocide dibromochloropropane, related compounds and heavy metals, the environmental toxin dichlorodiphenyltrichlorethane (DDT) has been identified as a major damaging factor of the male reproductive tract. Intriguingly, in addition to its well-known estrogenic effects, the capacity of DDT to potently inhibit androgen binding to the androgen receptor and androgen-induced transcriptional activity has only recently been discovered (1) and highlighted (2) . In view of the apparent decline in semen quality during the last decades (3, 4) 
